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“I am invisible, understand, simply because people  

refuse to see me.”  By Ralph Ellison 
 

Asbury Park School District Community: 

 

 This week, district administrators returned from their vacations and fully engaged in our 

Administrator’s District Retreat. This executive-level, professional development opportunity 

allowed us to strategize and develop our district goals for the 2021-2022 school year. The 
central focus will be on Achievement, Attendance and Accountability. Department leaders 

also were charged with establishing goals within their respective areas that they hope to 

accomplish this year.  

 
We are excited that this year we will be launching our districtwide Advanced Education: 

Gifted & Talented program from grades third through twelve. This program will offer our 

students the opportunity to be provided with a learning environment that meets these learners 

challenging instructional needs. To that end, we will continue to afford our stakeholders 

various opportunities to continue to learn about the new academic and social-emotional 

programs, regulations, and expectations that will foster greater transparency with you as we 

strive to retain our most-valued asset, the students of Asbury Park.  Finally, principals will 

support and ensure that required protocols are implemented for the safe return of students 
and staff at each school. As a reminder, every visitor must wear a mask and follow the 

previously established safety and security protocols. 

  

On Aug. 23, 2021, Gov. Murphy announced that all district staff must be vaccinated by Oct. 

18, 2021, or submit to a minimum of one test per week.   The Human Resources Department 

will provide more instructions and information to staff in the next few weeks. However, I will 

continue to encourage staff members and parents to get vaccinated as this is   a matter of 

public health and well-being for our family and friends. On Tuesday, Sept. 7 and Wednesday, 

Sept.  the VNACNJ will provide vaccinations clinics at our schools for staff in the afternoon. 

During our “Back to School” Night events, the Monmouth County Health Department will be 

present to offer vaccination for students and families.  
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Lastly, teachers return to work on Tuesday, Sept. 7 for the APSD Convocation at Asbury 

Park High School.  The new school year for students begins on Thursday, Sept. 9, 2021. It 

will be a half day of in-person learning.  Schools will let parents and students know when 

they can participate in a short orientation session with one of their teachers.  

  

We are all very excited for the new school year to start so that we may once again enjoy the 

company of our students in a safe manner. 

 

 

Dr. RaShawn M. Adams 

Acting Superintendent of Schools 
Asbury Park School District 

  

 


